
Rise of Immigration --- Why? 
1870 -1900/ 11 million immigrants from Europe

Conflicts with immigrants
old immigrants
new immigrants 

1st US Laws to restrict immigration
Chinese Exclusion Act
Immigration Centers --- Ellis Island 

Gilded Aged 
Growth of Urbanization --- Why?
Social Gospel

Chart: Rise of ImmigrantsNotes:  US Govt regulates

vs. American Protective Association



Oral histories of Jewish immigrants to 
Pittsburgh

ñOur synagogue was in a room with the windows blacked 
out.  We were afraid to speak Yiddish on the streets.  We 
often had to hide from people who came to persecute the 

Jews.ò

ñDuring the pogrom (organized government persecution of 
the Jews)in Vitebsk (Russia)around 1905, my collarbone 
was broken and the back of my head still bears the scar of 

a dagger.ò

ñI still have a scar on my thigh where a Russian soldier 
struck me with his sword.  I was three years old and my 

mother tried to protect me with her body, but he got to me. 
It did not seem reasonable for me to serve the Czar in the 

Army.ò
Why they  came



Oral histories of Italian 
immigrants

ñThe main reason was bread.  There was always bread in 
America.ò

ñLife in America was better.  There was always work in 
America.ò

ñI never went to an American school, but I insisted that 
my children attend university in the United States where 

they had more chance.ò

ñI have progressed; I have lived well.  I have been able to 
send my children to good schools so that today they hold 
positions of respect.  My brother who stayed here in Italy 

cannot say that.ò

Why they came
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Immigrants from Europe

Old New New                New
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BIRTHPLACE
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DESTINATION

OCCUPATION

Protestant Catholic and Jewish

North/Western  Southern/Eastern 

Europe Europe

Both escaping poverty , religious and 

political persecution

Moved to farms Moved to cities in the 

in the Midwest Northeast

Became farmers Unskilled workers                   

Old vs New Immigrants



American Protective Association
ÅAmericans formed groups to opposed the òimmigrant threató

ÅSupported laws to restrict certain groups of immigrants.

ÅImmigrant groups: Chinese, Central and Southern Europeans.

Why did Old Immigrants resent New Immigrants.

Åòinferior stocksó 

ÅPlot by European governments to unload their prisoners and 
mentally ill.

ÅChinese worked for 5 years and left the U.S. with U.S. money

ÅLabor Unions hated immigrants because employers would hire 
òscabó labor to replace workers if they had a òLabor Strikeó

ÅUS Govt. restricts immigration with the following:

ÅChinese Exclusion Act and Ellis Island



Anti-immigrants quote





American Citizens :  What weight can my vote have 

against this flood of ignorance, stupidity and fraud?



Cartoon:  Immigration
�‡Old Immigrants resented the New Immigrants.

�‡New Immigrants came to this country for the same reasons as the 
Old Immigrants.




























































































