
1. US Looks Abroad
 Imperialism and its factors

The New Manifest Destiny 
Isolationism vs expansionism

2.  Lands acquired by U.S. 

3. Spanish American War---1898
 "Splendid Little War" 

Causes and effects

3 D’s

•Duty, Dollars, Destiny

•spread our culture

•Christianity

•new markets
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4. Importance of Asian market
1899-1902:  Philippine Question

Filipino Revolution—3 years to put down
Open Door Policy 

Chinese trade 
Spheres of influence
Boxer Rebellion 1899-1900

TR vs Japan
Russian Japanese War---1904
Gentlemen’s Agreement, 1906

5. 1904, Roosevelt Corollary
“Big Stick Policy”

protect U.S. interests = Asia and Latin America

Panama Canal
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6. Pres. Taft & Wilson:  Dollar Diplomacy 

U.S. banks and businesses invest. 

"Big Stick policy”: Wilson intervenes 

Haiti: 1914-1934 

Dominican Republic: 1916-1924 

Mexico to get Pauncho Villa in 1916
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Filippino Revolution

Emilio Agunialdo

Filipino Revolutionists



•Filipino Revolution led by 
Emilio Aguinaldo.

•Erupted between the 
nationalists and U.S.troops 

stationed on the islands. 

•Filipinos adopted guerilla 
tactics. 

•U.S. army responded by 
rounding peasants into 

"reconcentration camps" 



•U.S. troops declared entire areas 
battle zones

•No distinctions were made 
between combatants and 

civilians. 

•4,200 American and 16,000 
Filipino soldiers are thought to 
have been killed in the fighting.

•US captured Aguinaldo in March 
1901 and he pledged allegiance to 

the United States. 



Emilio Aguinaldo

 Leader of the Filipino
Uprising.

 July 4, 1946:
Philippine independence





Anti-Imperialist 

League resistance 

to the Philippine 

War.



Cartoon-Open Door Policy

•Secretary of State John Hay, proposed the  
Open Door Notes to the European powers to 

respect the territorial integrity of China and for 
trade rights.



Govt. assists

Open Door Policy
1900, U.S. Policy, US negotiated with 

European nations to agree of having 
free and equal trade rights in China

Philippine Rebellion

US war with the 

Philippines from 1899 

to 1902 to keep the 

Philippines as a US 

Territory

Boxer Rebellion

Chinese nationalists 

fight to remove 

foreigners, 1899-

1900….US troops were 

sent to put this down 

along with European 

troops



Govt. assists

Open Door Policy: 1899-1900, 
U.S. Policy all nations have equal 

trade in China

Spheres of influence: areas in a 
country where a foreign nation 
claims sole rights to trade and 

invest.

Boxer Rebellion: Chinese 
nationalist fight to remove 

foreigners, 1899-1900



Spheres of 
influence

Areas in a 
country 
where a 
foreign 
nation 

claims sole 
rights to 

trade and 
invest.



Uncle Sam to the European powers….”Gentlemen, you may cut up the map as 
much as like; but remember that I’m here to stay and that you can’t divide me up 

into spheres of influence”.



•A secret society, known as 

the Fists of Righteous 

Harmony, attracted thousands 

of followers.

•Foreigners called members of 

this society "Boxers" because 

they practiced martial arts. 

•The Boxers also believed that 

they had a magical power, and 

that foreign bullets could not 

harm them. 

•Millions of "spirit soldiers," 

they said, would soon rise from 

the dead and join their cause. Boxer’s practiced 

martial arts

Boxer 



Boxer 

“The present situation is becoming daily more 
difficult. The various Powers cast upon us looks of 
tiger-like voracity, hustling each other to be first 

to seize our innermost territories. . . . 

Should the strong enemies become aggressive 
and press us to consent to things we can never 
accept, we have no alternative but to rely upon 

the justice of our cause. . . . 

If our . . . hundreds of millions of inhabitants . . 
would prove their loyalty to their emperor and 
love of their country, what is there to fear from 

any invader? Let us not think about making 
peace”.

Emperor of China



Boxer1

•Their cause was to expel all "foreign 
devils from China. 

•The Boxer’s new slogan -- "Support 
China, kill the foreigner!”

•US and European nations sent troops 
to put down rebellion. 

•It was successfully put down by the 
multi-national force.

•Chinese govt. ordered to pay $333 
million to European nations for 

damages and expand their trade.



Roosevelt-Russo-Jap War

Roosevelt acted as 
the mediator between 
the two warring 
nations

Concerned about US 
self interest:

Japanese 
expansion

Open Door Policy

Philippines 

Wins the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1906.





•Japan controls some of the 
territorial gains from the war.  

•Russia and Japan would split the 
Sakhalin Island

•Japanese agreement to stop fighting 
and expanding

•Secret agreement between 
Roosevelt and Japan over Korea and 

free trade.

•Japan rivals the US for dominance 
in the South Pacific.

•US relations between Russia and 
Japanese decrease.



Roosevelt Corollary

FOREIGN POLICY WITH JAPAN

Keep good relations with Japan and prevent war.  

Countries feared Japan because they were the 
power in the Pacific along with the US.

TR entered into two diplomatic agreements with 
Japan to prevent the possibility of war.

Gentlemen’s Agreement: 1907

Japanese children were discriminated against and segregated in 
San Francisco elementary schools.  TR negotiated with Japanese 

that discrimination and segregation would stop and in return, 
Japan agreed to stop the flow of Japanese immigrants to the US.

Root-Takahira Agreement:  1908
Both governments agreed to maintain the status quo in the 

Pacific, defend the Open Door policy and the integrity and 
independence of China.  They resolved to develop their commerce 

in East Asia and to respect each other's territorial possessions 
there. 



Island Possessions



quick access to 
Atlantic & 

Pacific 

military 
protection of 

territories 

trade & 
economic value 
would increase



•A concession is a grant for a piece of land in exchange 
for a promise to use the land for a specific purpose.

•Defeated by yellow fever and mismanagement, the 
company abandoned the project and offered its 

remaining rights to the United States for $100 million.

•Americans needed a 
shorter route between 
the Atlantic and Pacific 

oceans.  

•A French company  
had bought a 25-year 

concession from 
Colombia to build a 

canal across Panama. 



•Negotiations with Columbia failed. 

•President Roosevelt helped instigate the 
Panamanian Revolution to overthrow the 

Colombian government.

•The revolution is successful and the US 
recognizes Panama as an independent nation.  

•US negotiated Hay-Bunau- Varilla Treaty
which gave us the land for the canal.  

•We paid Panama $10 million for the strip of 
land to build the canal and a $250,000.00 yearly 

rental fee.





Roosevelt picture at canal

•Roosevelt at the canal

•Important to the destiny 

of the US

•$400 million to build

•Began in 1904 and 

completed by 1914

•Army engineer George 

Goethals organized the 

construction.

•Dr. Walter Reed found 

ways to deal with yellow 

fever





Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty

•Recognized Panama as 

an independent nation 

after Revolution with 

Columbia

•Paid $10 million for the 

canal zone.

•$250,000 yearly rental

•Eventually Panama 

would regain the Canal 

zone.

•Jan. 1, 2000, the canal 

zone belongs to Panama

H:/USHistory/US Imperialism/tar361.htm


Island Possessions



Roosevelt Corollary

US FOREIGN POLICY, ask first but bring 

along a big army to help convince them. 

Threaten to use force, act as 

international policemen. It was his 

foreign policy in Latin America and 

Asia.

ROOSEVELT’S COROLLARY

U.S. would act as international 

policemen. An addition to the 

Monroe Doctrine.



Roosevelt Corollary

“Speak softly and carry a big stick 
and you will go far.” Roosevelt used 
this old African proverb to guide his 

foreign policy.

The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine —
The United States will act as “an international police 
power” in the Western Hemisphere and intervene to 
prevent intervention by other powers.

Roosevelt in Latin America — Under Roosevelt, the 
United States often intervened in Latin America.

Roosevelt in Asia — Roosevelt wanted to preserve an 
Open Door policy to trade with China.  He won a 
Nobel peace prize for negotiating a peace settlement 
between Russia and Japan.



Roosevelt Corollary

Big Stick Policy:  “Speak softly and carry a big stick”. 

Also referred to as “Roosevelt’s Corollary”



Roosevelt Corollary

Big Stick Policy: “Speak softly and carry a big stick”. 

Also referred to as “Roosevelt’s Corollary”

Roosevelt’s Great White Fleet












